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Dear Attorney General Beau Biden, 

 

Thank you for your consideration on the issue of student voting rights.  Currently Delaware has a 

number of barriers to student voting rights that The College Democrats at the University of 

Delaware feel are inappropriate.  We hope that you will consider working to remove these 

barriers. 

 

Currently our voter registration efforts are focused on registering students in the state where their 

parents reside.  This is because it is currently very difficult for students with out-of-state 

residency to register in Delaware.   Please note that the University of Delaware's policy is that 

registration to vote in Delaware is not a determinant as to the student being assessed in-state or 

out-of-state tuition and fees. 

 

We believe it is appropriate to give students an opportunity to choose where to register.  Students 

are much more likely to vote when they can do so in person as opposed to voting absentee.  

Students are active community members here and spend most of their time in Delaware.  We 

believe students should be able to choose which the community they feel is appropriate for them 

to call home and register.  

 

This has been an issue that has been of concern for many years.  In 2004, former College 

Democrats President Dana Rohrbough worked with graduate student Scott Beale on this issue.  

At the time, students who attempted to register received a letter in return stating that voters must 

register from their permanent address and that "we do not consider a school address to be a 

permanent address."  Our work succeeded in a getting a change to this policy; students may now 

register from their dormitory address. 

 

However, Rohrbough and Beale were not satisfied with this change and neither are we today.  

The Attorney General's office, under Jane Brady, issued an advisory letter in 2004 regarding 

student voting rights and detailed a list of documentation students must provide to prove 



Delaware is their home.  This list, which includes documents such as a bank statement with a 

Delaware address, a tuition bill with a Delaware address, a Delaware driver's license, or a utility 

bill with a Delaware address, includes documents that not all students have and that are not 

readily accessible to students when we register them.  I believe this policy serves as a barrier to 

student registration.  

 

We believe changes are needed to documentation requirements as well as to the State of 

Delaware Organized Voter Registration Procedures Manual.  Also, we would like public 

clarification on what effects, if any, out-of-state students registering to vote in Delaware will 

have with regard to their financial aid and insurance. 

 

Thanks again for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Paul Ruiz 

President, College Democrats at the University of Delaware 
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